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Rationale  
 

Most students who are about to enter Year 10 will spend another four years in  

education, or education and training. 

 

Thatôs why it makes sense to think ahead and to plan the next four years as a  

CONTINUOUS programme which will improve your prospects for a rewarding career and life 

after school. 

 

This booklet is the first stage in that planning process. 
 

The purpose of this booklet is to: 

 

1.  help you make the most appropriate decision based on relevant information and in-

formed reasoning. 

2. provide you with a summary of the courses available, their subject content and 

methods of assessment. However, do ask further questions, particularly regard-

ing new subjects that can be taken at Key Stage 4. 

3. options Evening on Wednesday 12th January 2017 provides an opportunity for you 

and your parents to hold discussions and gain further information from subject teach-

ers. 

4. provide you with a reference booklet that you should continue to use through-

out your GCSE courses. 
 

 

We hope the information in this booklet and the opportunities outlined above enable you to 

have a clearer idea of all courses in Years 10 and 11. If, however, you need further guidance 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

We hope  

 

Mr Gareth Rothwell 

Year 9 Progress Leader 
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Making your decision 
 

In KS4 (Years 10 and 11) all students must continue to follow a set of core subjects. Beyond 

these, there is some choice, so that your interests and talents can be developed. Details of all 

subjects are given in this booklet. 

 

Sensible reasons for choosing a subject  
 

¶ You enjoy it and it interests you 

¶ You have a talent for it and know you will succeed with it 

¶ The subject is important to you and will help with your future after Year 11 

¶ To provide balance and variety.  

¶ By keeping a balance at this stage, you will not close off future options 

 

Doôs and Don'tôs 
 

¶ DO talk to parents, subject teachers, careers staff ï they are all here to help 

¶ DO read the subject details in this booklet carefully 

¶ DO come to Options Evening on Thursday 12th January 2017 to find out more detailed 
information on the options you are considering taking 

¶ DO opt for a balanced choice of subjects to keep future careers and study options 

open 

¶ DO be realistic about your ability - do not choose subjects you may find too hard 

¶ DO attend Parents Evening on Thursday 26th January 2017 

 

 

¶ DONôT choose a subject just because your friends have said they are going to choose 

it. You are deciding about your future 

¶ DONôT choose a subject just because you like a particular teacher (or avoid 

¶ a subject because you dislike a teacher) as you may well have different teachers next 

year 
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Computer    

Science*  

Spanish French History Geography Triple Science 

3D Art Fine Art Photography Drama Sociology Music 

Physical Education Religious Studies Food GCSE Technology GCSE Resistant Materials Graphics 

Textiles Health and social care BTEC ICT BTEC Sport   

SUBJECT GUIDANCE YOUR CHOICE 

Mathematics Mathematics  is part of the compulsory core of subjects 

must be taken by all students. 

Mathematics 

English language 

English Literature 

English language and English Literature is part of the compul-

sory core of subjects must be taken by all students. 

English language 

English Literature 

Science  dual award 

 

Science dual award is part of the compulsory core of subjects 

which must be taken by all students unless they opt for sepa-

rate science as an option in one of the blocks below.   

Students will then study Biology , Chemistry and Physics. 

 

 

Option choice 1 Triple Science, Computer science,  Spanish, French, History, Geography 

Select one of the above 

 

 

Option choice 2 We strongly recommend that students in pathway 1 select  Spanish or 

French. 

Pathway 2 and 3 can select any subject from the option blocks below. 

 

Option choice 3 Select any subject from the option booklet 

 

 

Option choice 4 Select any subject from the option booklet  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
  

Year 9 Options Evening 
 мнǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

  

Year 9 Parents Evening 
 нсǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

  

Deadline for completion of choices 
 оǊŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

  

  

PEOPLE TO CONTACT 
  

  Year 9 Progress Leader 
 Mr Rothwell :      rwg@rainford.org.uk 

  

  Year 9 Pastoral Manager  Mr Pendlebury:    pnm@rainford.org.uk 

  

CONNEXIONS Advisor 
Mrs Alison Bellmon 

 Mrs Alison   

CONTACT  

  

School Telephone   01744 885914 

mailto:kns@rainford.org.uk
mailto:pnm@rainford.org.uk
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What will I learn in Sculptural Ceramics 
¶ Experimenting with ideas and materials and being able to develop ideas confidently 
¶ Using your imagination and initiative 

¶ Drawing, observing and recording the world around you using a range of practical techniques 

¶ Researching ideas ï often in your own time 

¶ How to explore artistsô and sculptorsô works and intentions 
 
How will I study Sculptural Ceramics 
¶ Opportunities to develop observation and sculptural skills 

¶ Experiment with a wide range of materials such as:  

Clay, plaster, wire, found materials, card, paper, fabrics 
¶ Explore techniques such as: 

Slab work, casting, moulding, construction, modelling 

¶ You will look at the work of artists and sculptors and the methods they use 

and link this to your own work 
 
How will I be  
¶ Portfolio of work created throughout the course ï 60% 
¶ End of course exam. Unlimited preparation time and 10 hours of focused study ï 40% 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ Ability to record the world around you in a variety of practical ways including using research and 
literacy skills 

¶ An understanding of how artists and sculptors develop ideas 

¶ An ability to make a personal response to a number of themes 

¶ An ability to experiment with a variety of media and practical techniques 
 

 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 

*Students can only select either Fine Art or Sculptural Ceramics 
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What will I learn in Fine  
¶ Experimenting with ideas and materials and being able to develop ideas confidently 
¶ Using your imagination and initiative, becoming confident and inquisitive about the world around 
you 

¶ Drawing and observing the world around you with a range of materials and techniques 

¶ Researching ideas ï often in your own time, you must be motivated to work independently at 
home 

¶ How to explore artistsô works and intentions 
 
How will I study Fine  
¶ Opportunities to develop observation and drawing skills 
¶ Experiment with a wide range of materials such as: 

Acrylic paints and pastels, pen and ink, water colour and pencil, mixed media 

¶ Explore techniques such as: 

Lino printing, drypoint, 3D work and collage and photography 

¶ You will look at the work of artists and the methods they use and link this to your own work 
 
How will I be  
¶ Portfolio of work created throughout the course ï 60% 
¶ End of course exam. Unlimited preparation time and 10 hours of focused study ï 40% 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ Ability to record the world around you in a variety of ways including research and literacy skills 
¶ An understanding of how artists develop ideas 

¶ An ability to make a personal response to a number of themes 

¶ An ability to experiment with a variety of media 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 

*Students can only select either Fine Art or Sculptural Ceramics 
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What will I learn in  
¶ Experimenting with ideas and processes and being able to develop ideas confidently 
¶ Using your imagination and initiative, encouraging inquisitive minds and independent learning  out-
side of the classroom 

¶ Observing and recording the world around you with a camera.  Students must have access to a  
camera 

¶ Researching ideas ï often in your own time, you will be expected to produce photographs outside of 
the classroom 

¶ How to explore photographers imagery and intentions 
 
How will I study  
¶ Opportunities to develop observation and practical photographic skills 

¶ Experiment with a wide range of subject matter such as: Photomontage, 
Portrait, Landscape, Studio, Macro 

¶ Develop your skills using industry standard equipment including iMacs, DSLR digital camer-

as and Adobe Photoshop 

¶ You will look at the work of photographers and the methods they use and link this to your own 

work 
 
How will I be  
¶ Portfolio of work created throughout the course ï 60% 

¶ End of course exam. Unlimited preparation time and 10 hours of focused study ï 40% 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ Ability to record the world around you in a variety of ways including using a camera, research and 
literacy skills 

¶ An understanding of how photographers develop ideas and use this knowledge to understand how 
to develop your own work 

¶ An ability to make a personal response to a number of themes 

¶ An ability to experiment with a variety of techniques 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in  
¶ Performance skills 

¶ Technical skills 

¶ How to work independently 

¶ How to work in a team 
 
How will I study  
¶ Through practical sessions 

¶ Through workshops 

¶ By visiting the theatre 

¶ By reading plays 

¶ Making notes 

¶ Watching others 
 
How will I be 

(40%) 

¶ Devising your own drama 

¶ Performing it to an audience 

¶ Writing about your work 
Texts in Practice (20%) 

¶ Performing extracts from 2 plays 

¶ Performing it to an audience 

¶ Writing about your work 
(40%) 

¶ Understanding of drama and theatre including analysis of live theatre productions. 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ An interest and ability to perform and rehearse 

¶ Patience 

¶ The ability to work with others 

¶ Flexibility 

¶ Determination 

¶ Co-operation skills 

¶ Creativity 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in  
¶ How natural processes help to shape the landscape around you 

¶ How human activity has influenced the landscape 

¶ How to interpret information from Ordnance Survey maps, aerial photographs and other 

Geography Information Systems 
¶ Learn how to develop your examination technique to answer questions more effectively 
 
How will I study  
The GCSE course is split into two halves; Living with the physical environment  
(Physical Geography)) and challenges in the human environment (Human Geography) 
 

¶ Physical topics include: the challenge of natural hazards, physical landscapes in the UK and the 
living world 

¶ Human topics include: urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world and the Chal-
lenge of resource management 

 

In addition to this, students will have the opportunity to complete fieldwork both in the UK and  

abroad.  Current GCSE students have the opportunity to visit Iceland in Year 10. 
 
How will I be  
¶ There are three written exams at the end of Year 11: 

Living with the physical environment, worth a total 35% of  your final grade 

Challenges in the human environment, worth a total of 35% of your final grade 

Geographical applications, worth a total of 30% of your final grade 

¶ There is no longer a piece of controlled assessment/coursework 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ Be keen, enthusiastic and enjoy the subject 
¶ Take an active interest in the world around you and keep up-to-date with current events 

¶ Be prepared to work hard and complete a weekly, past GCSE question as a homework task 

¶ Want to further develop knowledge and skills developed at Key Stage 3 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in  
You will learn about how society impacts on who we are.   
You will learn about how race, social class, gender and age can affect the life chances and opportuni-
ties we have.   
You will also learn about why we behave the way we do in society depending on the above. 
 
How will I study  
You will be using a range of skills in lessons including debates, note taking, research and group work   
    
This will help you gain the information required for the exam 
 
How will I be  
¶ You will be studying Families; Education and Studying society as the modules for Year 10 
¶ You will be studying Crime, the Mass Media and Social Inequality in Year 11 

¶ This is based on 100% exam 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ You need to be able to organise your writing in a logical way 
¶ You will need to show initiative in your research skills 

¶ You will need to be willing to share your ideas in group work and work excellently independently 
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What will I learn in  
The new history GCSE course offers a variety of approaches to history through a study of a  
specific period, a wider world depth study and a study of two aspects of British history.  It will 
allow you the opportunity to question events and to reach your own conclusions about the past.  
The skills developed will include analysis, questioning, evaluation and forming judgements. 
 
How will I study  
The course is divided into four examined topics: 
 
¶ Understanding the modern world ï options include America 1920-1973 
¶ Wider world depth studies ï here you will study conflict and tension throughout the Twentieth 
Century such as the rise of Hitler and the origins of the Second World War 

¶ A thematic study based around British history ï there are a wide range of topics which focus 
on how history affected the British people 

¶ At least one British depth study ï this will be on a significant period in British history 
 
How will I be  

The course is assessed at the end of Year 11 by two exams.  Both exams are one hour and 45  
minutes.  The exams contain both short response answers and extended writing. 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
The most important requirement is that you enjoy History!  As a proportion of the exam is  
extended writing then you should be able to communicate in a logical and coherent manner.   
If you have enjoyed Year 9 history, then you should enjoy the GCSE course. 
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What will I learn in  
¶ Real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works 

¶ Develop an insight into what goes on ñbehind the scenesò 

¶ How to develop computer software and games 

¶ Develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills 

¶ Design, develop and test a solution to specific problems 
 
How will I study  
¶ In Year 10 you will complete a programming coursework project set by the exam board 
¶ In Year 11 you will learn about computer systems: Systems architecture, networks, ethical, 
legal and cultural concerns as well as computational thinking: algorithms, programming tech-
niques, logic and data representation.  This knowledge will then be tested in two examina-
tions at the end of the year 

¶ Theoretical content will be delivered over the two years throughout lessons and assessed via 
an external exam at the end of Year 11. This is worth 40% 

 
How will It be  
¶ Exam 1 (1hr 30mins) Computer Systems ï 40% of GCSE 

¶ Exam 2 (1hr30mins) Computational Thinking ï 40% of GCSE 

¶ Coursework Programming Project ï 20% 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ A strong interest in current technologies 

¶ A logical, enquiring and mathematical mind 

¶ Happy to work independently and as part of a team 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in Modern Foreign Language? 

¶ How to communicate effectively in speech and writing 

¶ How to read fluently and to understand the spoken language 

¶ You will gain an insight into the culture and way of life of the countries where French/Spanish is spoken 
How will I study Modern Foreign Language? 
During the two year course, you will develop your knowledge and ability in the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  You will study the language in the following areas:  
Theme 1:  Identity and Culture  

¶ Me, my family and friends  

¶ Free-time activities, including technology 

¶ Customs and festivals in French or Spanish-speaking countries 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

¶ Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

¶ Social and global issues 

¶ Travel and tourism 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

¶ My studies 

¶ Education Post-16 
How will I be assessed? 
The course assessment is linear, with all examinations sat at the end of Year 11. There will be 4 examinations, testing each skill, 
and each is worth 25% of the final GCSE grade. Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) or Higher Tier (grades 4-9) are available but the  
same tier must be done for all papers. 

¶ Listening exam: 35 minutes (Foundation), 45 minutes (Higher) to test pupilsô understanding and responding to different types 
of spoken language. Questions will be in English and the target language 

¶ Reading exam: 45 minutes (Foundation), 1 hour (Higher) to test pupilsô understanding and responding to written language. 
Questions will be in English and the target language and there will be a translation into English 

¶ Speaking exam: 7-9 minutes (Foundation), 10-12 minutes (Higher) to test pupilsô ability to communicate and interact       
effectively in speech. The examination will include a role play, a photo card and a general conversation 

¶ Writing exam: 1 hour (Foundation), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher) to test pupilsô ability to communicate effectively in writing. 
The examination will include a structured writing task, an open-ended writing task and translation from English into the target 
language 

What skills do I need to succeed on this course? 

¶ Ability to communicate with others 

¶ Ability to express opinions and ideas 

¶ Ability to understand and use accurately a wide range of vocabulary and structures 

¶ Ability to develop an awareness and understanding of countries where the language is spoken 
 
Choosing to study a GCSE in a language compliments every other GCSE subject.  It improves studentsô knowledge of their own 
language which helps students of English Language and Literature, it boosts creativity for those who study Art, it develops    
problem-solving skills for those who study Science or Maths and helps create a better understanding of other countries and   
cultures for those who study History or Geography. 
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What will I learn in  

¶ How to develop performance skills on an instrument(s) of your choice 

¶ How to compose your own music in a variety of styles and for a variety of instruments, including  using mu-
sic technology 

¶ How to listen to and analyse a variety of musical genres from the past and present and from around the world 
 
How will I study  

¶ All work is into 3 main - performing, composing and listening and appraising 

¶ Regular lessons on your chosen instrument from visiting instrumental staff 

¶ Small group and whole class ensemble performance work 

¶ Practical exploration of a variety of areas of study - from classical to house and rave music, and from 
South American Salsa to Indian Bhangra music 

¶ Compositions on keyboards, your own instrument and using technology 

¶ Developing skills in writing music down and recognising key musical features 
 
How will I be  

 
 
Performing  

¶ Regular practice on your instrument(s) throughout the course 

¶ Final performance of 2 pieces 

¶ Written evaluation of one of your performances 

¶ Performances are recorded and marked by the teacher ï and can be re-recorded as often as necessary! 
Composing  

¶ Developing compositional skills throughout the course in a variety of genres 

¶ Enter 2 final compositions 

¶ Written plan or diary for each composition 

¶ All compositions are recorded and do not always need to be written down 
Listening and Appraising Examination  

¶ A formal written examination following a CD in which you answer questions on what you hear 
 
What skills do I need to suc on this  

¶ To enjoy music making 

¶ To be committed to learning an instrument. You will receive lessons on your instrument as part of  

¶ the course and you do not have  

¶ to already play (although this is useful) 

¶ To be prepared to practice your instrument regularly at home 

¶ To be open minded about all styles of music 
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What will I learn in Physical Education? 

¶ Theoretical and practical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical     
activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance  

¶ How the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and sport 

¶ Develop skills and techniques and select and use tactics, strategies and/or compositional  ide-
as  

¶ Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and 
sport  

¶ Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect peopleôs involvement in physical ac-
tivity and sport.  

 

How will I study Physical Education (60% Theory 40% Practical)? 

¶ You will have 3 classroom based theory lessons per week with practical assessments under-
taken at various points throughout Years 10 and 11. Theory lessons will be taught in a practical 
setting where and when possible.   

¶ Classwork will be complemented by fortnightly homeworks 

¶ You will have the opportunity to choose most of your practical activities including the option of 
an Outdoor Education residential course as part of your practical coursework 

 

How will I be assessed (60% Theory 40% Practical)? 

¶ Practical performance in 3 activities (1 game, 1 individual sport and 1 choice of either game  

 or individual) worth 30% 

¶ Analysis of Performance in 1 of your 3 chosen activities worth 10%. This includes the planning, 
performing and evaluating of a 6 week Personal Exercise Programme 

¶ Two x 1 Hour (60 mark) written examinations worth 60% 

¶ Applied Anatomy & Physiology / Fitness & Physical Training 

¶ Socio-Cultural Influences / Sports Psychology / Health, Fitness & Well Being 
 

What skills do I need to succeed on this course? 

¶ The understanding of the theoretical requirements of the course and that GCSE PE involves as 
much written work and examinations as other subjects 

¶ High fitness levels and outstanding practical performance across 3 different sports 

¶ The ability to critically analyse your own and othersô performances 

¶ High levels of literacy and numeracy 

¶ A deep passion for PE and Sport and the desire to constantly improve 
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What will I learn in RS? 
All students follow the AQA Religious Studies specification.  There are x 2 units of study which students 
complete: 

 

Component One: The study of Religions: Beliefs, Teaching and Practices 
Students will complete an in-depth study focused upon the Beliefs, teachings and practices of the religions 
of  Christianity and Judaism.  This will include an exploration of Religious festivals, how religious people wor-
ship and the nature of God including Evil and Suffering.  

 

Component Two: Thematic Studies 
Students will explore x 4 different Philosophical and ethical based units.  Chosen theses are: 

¶ Theme A: Relationships and families. 

¶ Theme B: Religion and life.Theme  

¶ D: Religion, peace and conflict.Theme  

¶ E: Religion, crime and punishment. 
 

This includes the study of:  War and Peace, Capital Punishment, Abortion, Equality, Contraception, 
Sexual Relationships, Marriage, Divorce, Animal Experimentation, Life after death and Terrorism. 

 

How will I study RS? 
Teaching in RS is varied and challenging including class discussions and debates, PowerPoint  

presentations by teachers and students, group work, research tasks and challenges. 

We also have weekly ethical and philosophical discussions and debates exploring case studies/news re-
ports/videos.  This is an opportunity to express your opinions and debate current topical matters. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
You will complete x 2 written exams, x 1 for each Unit each lasting 1hr 45 minutes.  Both exams are  

completed at the end of Year 11. 

 

What skills do I need to succeed on this course? 
¶ You will be involved in discussion and debates some of a sensitive nature therefore an ability to want 
to discuss your opinions is important. However, you will also learn how to do this in the correct way.  

¶ You will be required to complete extended writing within the exam therefore n ability to complete essay  
style questions is necessary.  

¶ You do not need to have a religious background to complete this course. All students of all religions 
and   

¶ students who do not believe in a religion or God are welcome.  
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What will I learn in Electronic  
¶ How to design and make working electronic products 

¶ How Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) can be used to 
help you design and make your own electronic products 

¶ How to develop your practical skills to a high level in order to make quality products 

¶ Learn about electronic circuits and components 

¶ How to develop your own PCB. 

¶ How to program microcontrollers 

 

How will I study Electronic  
¶ In Year 10 you will learn all about electronics through the design and manufacture of a range 
of practical projects 

¶ In Year 11 you will make a single project, like the one shown in the picture below, this will be 
worth 60% of the  

¶   final assessment for the Electronic Products GCSE 

¶ All projects will develop your Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacturing 
(CAD/CAM) skills so you can design and make your own electronic circuits, PCBs and 
products to a high standard 

¶ Theoretical content will be delivered through a number of assignments 
 

How will I be  
¶ The GCSE is assessed in three parts 

¶ A design folio which is worth 30% 

¶ The manufacture of a product which is worth 30% 

¶ A written examination worth 40% 
 

What skills do I need to succeed on this  
¶ The ability to work accurately with tools to make quality projects 
¶ The skills to use Computer Aided Design/Computer Aided Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) to 

design products 

¶ You must be creative and enjoy designing and manufacturing products 

¶ A desire to manufacture products to a high standard 

¶ The ability to critically analyse your work and develop solutions to problems 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
 
This GCSE will equip you with the knowledge, understanding, skills and encouragement you need to cook. It 
will give you the ability to apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. This qualification 
focuses on developing your practical skills to give you a strong understanding of nutrition. 
 
Food practical skills are integrated into five core topics: 

¶ Food, nutrition and health 

¶ Food science 

¶ Food safety 

¶ Food choice 

¶ Food provenance 
 
How will I study Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
 

¶ In Year 10 you will develop specific practical skills through a range of practical activities. 

¶ Theoretical content will be delivered through a number of projects. 

¶ In Year 11 you will complete your non-exam based tasks. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
Non-exam assessment worth 50% consists of 2 tasks: 

¶ Task 1: Food Investigation to test your understanding of the working characteristics and functional and 
chemical properties of ingredients. Evidence will be in the form of a report with photographic evidence. 

¶ Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment: This will test your knowledge, skills, skills and understanding in 
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to a 
chosen task. A portfolio will be produced.  

 
Written examination, worth 50%, will test theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition.  
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this course? 
 

¶ Ability to work independently and take responsibility for organising your work 

¶ Ability to complete practical work to a good standard 

¶ Flair and imagination to produce creative products 

¶ Initiative to develop recipes and evaluate their success 
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What will I learn in Food and Catering? 
 

This qualification will equip you with the knowledge, understanding, skills and encourage-
ment you need to cook. It will give you the ability to make a variety of food products, apply-
ing technical and practical expertise to make sure your work practices are safe and hygienic. 
This qualification focuses on developing a range of food preparation and practical skills and 
cooking methods. Students will develop their skills to a high level in order to make quality 
products. 
 
 
How will I study Food and Catering? 
 
¶ In Year 10 students will undertake a range of mini projects to develop the 12 core practi-
cal skills set out by AQA.  Students will develop these skills to a high level. This may be 
done through individual and group work. 

¶ All students will undertake in an extended project that shows the skills you have devel-
oped. You will produce a portfolio of evidence for this project. 

¶ Theoretical knowledge will also be taught in theory lessons in preparation for the exter-
nal assessment. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 
¶ Unit 1: Skills demonstration and is 30% of final mark (Internally assessed) 
¶ Unit 2: Extended Making Project and is 30% of final mark (Internally assessed) 
¶ Unit 3: External Assessment is worth 40% if final mark 
 
What skills do I need to succeed on this course? 
 
¶ Ability to work independently and take responsibility for organising your work 
¶ Ability to complete practical work to a good standard 
¶ Flair and imagination to produce creative products 
¶ Initiative to develop recipes and evaluate their success 
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What will I learn in Resistant Materials?  

¶ How to design and make a range of real products from wood and plastics  
¶ How CAD/CAM can be used to help you produce quality products  
¶ How to improve your practical skills to a high level in order to make quality products?  

¶ Learn how working as part of a team to produce a product or design can help you solve problems  

 

How will I study Resistant Materials?  

¶ In Year 10 you will manufacture a range of practical projects 
¶ After this, you will undertake an extended project that showcases your practical skills whilst manufac-
turing a product accompanied by a portfolio of evidence  

¶ Other projects will be used to develop your ability to design and solve problems and improve your 
CAD/CAM drawing skills  

¶ Theoretical content will be delivered through a number of assignments  

 

How will I be assessed?  

¶ Skills demonstration. Small scale manufactured outcomes and portfolio of evidence, 30% of overall   
qualification.  

¶ Extended making project. Final manufactured outcome and portfolio of evidence, 30% of overall        
qualification.  

¶ Written examination, 40% of overall qualification.  

 

What skills do I need to succeed on this course?  

¶ A love of making is essential! 
¶ The ability to produce design proposals for a specific person or market  
¶ You must be able to enjoy working with tools within the workshop safely  
¶ You must enjoy designing and manufacturing products  
¶ A desire to manufacture products to a high standard  
¶ Happy to work independently and as part of a team 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 
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What will I learn in Textiles?  
¶ How to design and make a range of wearable and usable products from a variety of materials  
¶ How to produce creative products using state of the art technologies such as CAD/CAM, digital 
printing and laser cutting facilities  

¶ How to improve my practical skills to a high level in order to make quality products  
¶ How working as part of a team to produce a product or design can help you solve problems  
¶ Understand how the Fashion Industry works 

 
How will I study Textiles?  
¶ You will complete 3 units of work:- 
¶ The first unit takes place in year 10 when you will manufacture 3 products such as clothing and 
accessories, using a wide range of equipment and materials. The emphasis is on practical 
work. You will demonstrate 12 core skills set out by AQA such as applying a pocket, applying 
fastenings, colouring fabrics and using commercial clothing patterns  

¶ The second unit takes place mainly in year 11 and you will manufacture a product showing 
many of the skills from unit 1. Also you will show planning, development, testing and evaluation 

¶ The third mandatory unit consist of an exam based on theoretical content which will be delivered through 
the previous mandatory units and stand alone theory lessons 

 

How will I be assessed?  
¶ Unit 1 is worth 30% of the final mark. Internally assessed 
¶ Unit 2 is worth 30% of the final mark. Internally assessed 
¶ Unit 3 is the written exam and is worth 40% of the final mark. Externally assessed. 
 

What skills do I need to succeed on this course?  
¶ You will be able to use the full range of tools within the textiles room safely, independently and 
with skill  

¶ The ability to follow a plan or drawing to manufacture a product  
¶ Ability to manufacture a product to a high standard  
¶ Happy to work independently and as part of a group  

¶ Reliable and committed to studying in your own time 

wŀƛƴŦƻǊŘ ¸ŜŀǊ ф hǇǝƻƴǎ нлмт 


