
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19th September 2019 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
 

PLEASE RETURN THE SLIP BELOW BY FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 

Dear Parent/guardian,  

I would like to invite you to a meeting on Thursday 3rd October 6pm-7pm where I will be able to discuss in more detail the 

overview of the program and the course expectations, I will also be able to answer any questions you may have.  

In the meantime, I would just like to give you an overview of the award content and expectations of students throughout the 
course.  The award comprises of four sections, all of which must be completed to achieve the Award. The four sections are: 

1. Volunteering  2. Physical  3.  Skill   4. Expedition. 

Sections one, two and three are completed independently and in the student’s own time and will be organised by the student. 
Participants are expected to undertake two of these for a period of three months and the remaining one for a period of six 
months. These can be completed concurrently or consecutively. Students may use existing skill and recreation areas to which 

they are already committed. For example, if a student undertakes instrumental lessons this would qualify for their skill area.  

The final section is the expedition phase. This is run by volunteers and involves five training sessions throughout the year. 
These training sessions are compulsory and will take place at the following times: 

- Tuesday 8th October (3:30-5:30pm) 

- Tuesday 10th December (3:30-5:30pm) 

- Tuesday 14th January (3:30-5:30pm) 

- Tuesday 25th February (3:30-5:30pm) 

- Tuesday 5th May (3:30-5:30pm) 

Students will also participate in two day walks and two weekend expeditions. Students will receive the date of their first practice 
walk at their first training session in October.  

For each of the four sections, the students must have an assessor who is an independent adult (not a family member).  Their 

role is primarily one of support as well as monitoring their progress towards the goals they have set themselves. 

Expedition Training 

Students must attend all training sessions and you must arrange transport home for your child. 

Areas covered in the training sessions include: 

1. Map Reading  5. Hazard awareness  9. Expedition food & cooking  

2. Compass skills  6. Route Planning    10. Expedition rucksacks  

3. Country Code  7. Using camping stoves   11. Looking after kit 

4. Micro-navigation                8. e-D of E   12. Camp craft 

Practice Day Walks 

At the D of E centre at Rainford, students are required to undertake two practice walks at local venues, which consist of a 
12km & 14km walk.  The purpose of these is to build teamwork and leadership skills, develop hazard awareness as well as 
developing compass and navigation skills. The walks take place on either a Saturday or Sunday, day walk 1 will take place in 
November and December, day walk two will take place in January and February.  You will need to arrange transport for your 



 

child to and from the venue (Appley Bridge WN6 9AE & Rivington BL6 7SB).  In practice, students usually share lifts between 
themselves. 

Practice and Qualifying Expedition: 

These consist of a 23-26 km weekend walk over two days with an overnight camp.  The Practice Expeditions (March and April) 
take place in the Vale of Clwyd, north Wales. The Qualifying Expeditions (May to July) are completed in the Ribble Valley, 
Lancashire.  The expeditions are unaccompanied and students have to be self-sufficient. For any of the weekend events, 
students will need to provide: suitable walking boots (leather rather than fabric), walking socks, waterproof jacket with hood 
and waterproof over-trousers.  

Behaviour:  Due to the potential risks arising from inappropriate conduct, a high standard of behaviour and commitment to 

learning is essential.  Misconduct could lead to students being considered unsafe to take part in the expeditions.  With both 
the day walks and the expeditions I have ultimate responsibility for the safety and wellbeing of any students and volunteers 
involved. I cannot take responsibly for any student who fails to meet basic expectations which could ultimately place 
themselves or others at risk. 

We rely heavily on the support and goodwill from volunteers, not employed by Rainford High.  The Bronze Award at Rainford 
would simply not function without them.  I expect our students to represent the school, themselves and you with their usual 
good manners and respect for others.  

Benefits: The training has benefits on many levels for those who undertake the challenge. It requires the development of 

organisational skills, teamwork, dedication and self-reliance. It is also an internationally recognised award valued by 
universities and employers. 

Finally, the cost of the award will be £170 which will go live on parent pay in the next few days. I will confirm the deadline 
however this will be early November.  

If you have any further questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. Otherwise I look forward to seeing you on 
Thursday 3rd October 6pm-7pm. 

 

Kind Regards 
 
 
Gareth C. Rothwell 
Bronze D of E Leader  
Rainford High 
 
g.rothwell@rainford.org.uk  
(01744) 887346 
 

Please Return this by Friday 27th Septemeber 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I can confirm that I have read this letter and I will be able to attend the meeting on the 3rd 
October @6.00pm  
 
Signed Parent___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are unable to attend please state this here and I will post out/email details and provide 
your email address.  
 
I am not able to attend ________________________________________________________________________________ 


