
History Knowledge Organiser HT4 - How far did the two ‘Henrys’ change England? (Establishment of the Tudor Dynasty) 
 

How was the Tudor Dynasty established? Was Henry the ‘Great Leader’?  

Yes: 

• Henry was the ‘father’ of the Royal 

Navy 

• Historians argue Henry established 

England as a powerful country 

• Henry was extremely clever; he wrote poetry, knew 

several languages and wrote books 

• Henry founded Christ Church College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

No: 

• Henry shut down the monasteries and took their 

riches for himself. 

• As a young King, Henry was more interested in sports 

and parties than ruling England 

• Henry beheaded two of his wives – Anne 

Boleyn and Catherine Howard 

• Henry executed men who opposed him 

• Henry argued with the Pope and ‘Broke with 

Rome’ for his own personal reasons; a divorce 
 

Key Words/Concepts: 
Dynasty - a succession of rulers from the same 
family 
Break with Rome – Henry broke away from the 
Catholic Church 
Consolidation of power – strengthening control 
over the country 
Dissolution of monasteries – the closing down 
of the monasteries 
The Reformation – the reform and change of 
the Church within Europe in the 16th Century 

Henry VII successes 

1. He removed the powers of the nobles. 

They were no longer allowed to have 

their own private armies and soldiers 

2. Signed a treaty with France and the 

Netherlands which allowed trade 

3. Successfully improved England’s 

relationship with Spain as he arranged 

for the Spanish princess Catherine of 

Aragon to marry his son Arthur and 

then Henry (Arthur died) 

4. Henry had rebuilt the finances of the 

Royals leaving a very financially stable 

country when he died in 1509. 

Henry VII failures 

1. He became unpopular with the nobility 

2. There were some rebellions e.g. 

people from Cornwall marched to London 

to disagree with the high taxes 

Henry’s problems: 

Henry was desperate for a son for an heir to 

the throne; Catherine (his first wife) had 

become too old to have a child 

Henry had fallen in love with Anne Boleyn. 

Henry needed a divorce – the Pope said no! 

Henry had spent a lot of money on costly wars. 

 

How did Henry deal with his problems? 

Henry ‘Broke with Rome’ and established the 

Church of England. This allowed Henry to 

have more control and power over England as 

well as divorcing Catherine of Aragon. 

Henry closed down the monasteries and took 

their riches for himself. 

Henry married a third time 

still seeking a son – Jane 

Seymour gave birth to Edward. 
 
 

 

After a thirty 

year war for the 

English Crown, 

Henry Tudor 

defeated Richard 

III at the Battle 

of Bosworth 

Richard III 

to become 

Henry VII 

of England 

in 1485; the 

first Tudor 

King 

“Although he was a great King there are two versions of 

Henry. In his youth he was athletic, a linguist, a poet. 

It was in his old age he became the fat grumpy King we 

think of today who was desperate for a son” 
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