
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER MUSIC: YEAR 9.1 

Term One: The Blues and Dance Music (EDM) 

THE BLUES 

 

A genre of music originating with African slaves and now developed into a 
widely recognised structure. Blues music is played across the world but is 
particularly popular in southern USA. 

Chords A group of notes which form the HARMONY accompaniment to the 
melody. 
Simple chords have 3 notes played at the same time: 
Chord of C    CEG 
Chord of F     FAC 
Chord of G    GBD 

12 Bar Blues  A bar is the way musical beats are counted – most commonly in 3 
or 4 

 In The Blues, the structure is divided into 12 bars of 4 beats  

 This structure is called the 12 Bar Blues 

 The Blues CHORDS are played in a specific order within the 12 bar 
structure 

Walking Bassline  A bassline is played at the bottom of the music 

 A WALKING BASSLINE plays notes moving up and down in pitch (as 
if they are ‘walking’ up and down the instrument) 

Improvisation Making up a melody on the spot.  
Blues improvisation can use BLUES NOTES which are the flattened 3rd 5th 
and 7th notes of the scale.  

 

DANCE MUSIC 
(EDM) 

Music has been composed for people to dance to for centuries. 
Contemporary dance music is usually composed using technology and is 
known as EDM - Electronic Dance Music 
 

 
 

MUSIC 
SOFTWARE 

EDM is composed on a variety of Music software such as Garageband, Logic, 
Pro Tools, FL Studio, Ableton etc. In live settings, EDM artists often mix their 
music using mixing decks and turntables.  Many EDM pieces are 
instrumental, but some have singers. 

BPM Different genres of EDM have different tempos. These are measured 
in BPM (Beats Per Minute). Most EDM is at least 150 bpm 

‘DROP’ Most EDM builds up to a DROP. This usually at the climax of the music and 
is a slight pause in sound created by sudden fading of dynamics  

LOOPS Loops are repeated patterns or OSTINATI which can be achieved using 
technology 

SAMPLES Samples are short clips of other music or sound that are inserted into the 
EDM piece 



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER MUSIC: YEAR 9.2 

Term Two: Ensemble Performance and Music for Film and Gaming 

ENSEMBLE Playing music as part of a group    
 

The parts of 
an 
ENSEMBLE 

Melody The tune 

Harmony Chords played underneath the tune 

Bassline A repeated short pattern played at the bottom of the 

music 
 

 

The 
STRUCTURE 
of an 
ENSEMBLE  

This is the way the piece of music is put together. In songs there usually a 
Verse/Chorus structure, often with the addition of a BRIDGE or 
INSTRUMENTAL 

 
TAB 
The way guitar or bass guitar music is 
NOTATED 

CHORDS 
3 notes played at the same time to accompany the 
melody eg. 
C chord = C E G 
G chord = G B D 
Some chords are more complex and have # (sharps) 
or b (flats) in them. This means we can distinguish 
between Major and Minor chords eg 
C Minor chord = C Eb G 
D Major chord = D F# A 

IMPROVISING 
Making up music on the spot. This is 
often in the INSTRUMENTAL section 

BRIDGE 
The section in a song which links 2 other 
main sections (eg a Verse and a Chorus) 

 

MUSIC for FILM 
and GAMING 

 

Music for Film and Gaming is a large part of the Music industry. 
Music is crucial to create MOOD, EMOTION and ATMOSPHERE . 
Famous film composers include JOHN WILLIAMS and HANS ZIMMER 

MUSICAL 
ELEMENTS 

Composers use musical ELEMENTS to create mood and atmosphere: 

PITCH High/Low TEXTURE Thick/Thin 

DYNAMICS Loud/Quiet TIMBRE Type of sound 
eg mellow, 
harsh etc 

TEMPO Fast/Slow SILENCE Crucial! 

RHYTHM Patterns DURATION Length of the 
Note 

 

FILM GENRES Comedy Drama Thriller Romance 

War Sci – Fi Horror Fantasy 
 

MUSICAL 
CLICHES 

Typical music for the genre eg. 
Horror films: 

Repeated low notes (Jaws) Nursery Rhymes 

Circus Music Repetitive melodies 
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KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER MUSIC: YEAR 9.3 

Term 3: Song 

SONG 
 

 

Songs have been created for centuries and although very different 
in style, they follow a similar structure. 

GENRES There are many GENRES of song including: 

 Ballad 

 Rock n Roll 

 Rock 

 Rap 

 Jazz 

CHORUS The chorus is the repetitive section of the song and is often 
returned to throughout the music 

VERSE The verse usually has different music to the Chorus and the LYRICS 
usually change and tell a story 

MELODY The melody is the tune 

ACCOMPANIMENT The accompaniment forms the backing music to the melody – this 
can be on piano, by a band or ensemble or by other singers 

HOOK

 

The HOOK is the catchy part of the song – it can be a word or short 
phrase and is often the title word. It is designed to hook the 
listener in! 
          

PHRASE A PHRASE is a line of a song or melody. If it’s being sung, its where 
the singer would take a breath. 

 
 

 


