
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers , 
 
Re: Y11 and 13 Grades Summer 2021 
 
We know that you will be aware of the recent announcement about the awarding of grades this 
summer and the proposal that schools will be responsible for submitting grades that reflect the 
standard at which your child is performing now. School wanted to reassure you about the process 
is that will sit behind how we will arrive at grades for your child this year, and how we intend to 
ensure that each grade is reached as part of a reasonable exercise in academic judgment. 
 
Information about how qualifications will be awarded is detailed at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-
grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 
Awarding qualifications in summer 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

• To reassure students and parents from the outset, additional assessments that take place in school 

will be used to support the process of awarding grades. Teachers can use a range of evidence from 

throughout the course but can only use evidence that we think is reliable and are confident is your 

child’s own work. Students can only be assessed on what they've been taught by their teachers, and 

coursework can be continued and used to support judgements about grades.  

• We've already discussed in school the wider implications of the process to support students and 

teachers in arriving at and grading work. Subject leaders will confirm the evidence they propose to 

use to create an overall grade for each student based on assessments of work previously completed 

and some assessments of work already taught at school. Departments will use exam board mark 

schemes and grade thresholds to ensure consistency of marking and grading.  

• Departments must also consider the outcomes of students in previous years and our processes in 

school are subject to external scrutiny, to ensure we are not unduly lenient or harsh. 

• This week and next, teachers will explain to their students where they are currently in terms of 

their grade, quality of work, and how their work might be improved between now and early June. 

In addition, departments will confirm the likely assessments to take place between mid-March and 

early June to confirm the grades that students can secure, and potentially improve, remembering 

the process is designed to ensure this is a judgement of the grades students are performing at now 

and not the potential or likely performance in examinations this summer if they had run as planned.  

• Once students have completed assessments teachers will assess the work and moderate it in 

departments. We will report grades so there is a common understanding of the level each student 

is working at throughout the process. 

• Students will be advised of their work’s quality, strengths and areas for improvement. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021


 

 

• Assessments will take place in lessons and in time frames to allow students that need support or 

extra time to have that support. They will also be in controlled conditions without additional 

resources or materials so that we are able to be confident that the work is the students’ own and 

produced without inappropriate levels of support from teachers. 

• We will publish a timetable of assessments for Y11 and Y13 as soon as we have been able to consult 

with all subjects about their requirements. This should be in the next few days. 

We know that this is a difficult period for students and families and we will do what we can to 
reassure everyone of our support at this time. We will stress to students that this is a time to work 
hard and earn, secure or improve their grades and with this in mind we will approach the coming 
weeks with optimism. 
 
We will be in touch soon to confirm next steps. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Ian Murphy 
Vice Principal 
 


