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English- Exam Board: AQA

Subject Overview (coursework/exam split, timings, weightings etc.)

In the June mock exam series, students will be assessed on English Language and English
Literature skills and knowledge covered throughout Year 10. For English Language, they will be
assessed on Paper 1 which includes an analysis of a fiction extract and a choice of either a
narrative or descriptive writing task. For English Literature, students will be assessed on A
Christmas Carol from Paper 1 and a comparison of two poems from the Poetry Anthology from
Paper 2. Timings for each assessment are as follows:

e  GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section A & B — 1hour 45 minutes
e  GCSE English Literature Paper 1 Section B — 50 minutes

e  GCSE English Literature Paper 2 Section B — 50 minutes

Examination Y10 Summer 2021 Key Topics

GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section A:
e Extract relevant information from a text
e Analysis of language
e Analysis of whole-text structure
e Accurate use of subject terminology
e Develop a personal response to a text

GCSE English Language Paper 1 Section B:
e Whole-text structure and organisation
e Paragraphing
e Range of sentence types and structures
e Range of linguistic devices
e Ambitious vocabulary choices
e High level of accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammatical forms

GCSE English Literature Paper 1 Section B — A Christmas Carol:
e Ideas of analysis
e Extracting relevant information from a text
e Analysis of the writer’'s methods
e Accurate use of subject terminology
e Application of contextual factors
e Appreciation of the writer’s intentions

GCSE English Literature Paper 2 Section B — Poetry Anthology:
e Ideas of comparison
e Extracting relevant information from a text
e Analysis of the writer’s methods
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Accurate use of subject terminology
Application of contextual factors
Appreciation of the writer’s intentions

Useful websites

genius.com

yorknotes.com
bbc.com/bitesize
senecalearning.com

aqa.org.uk

Rainford Connect — English area

Useful resources

CGP revision guides (available to purchase from the English Department)
English Department instructional videos

PiXL Lit App

Past papers (available from class teachers)

Useful revision tips

English Language Paper 1 Section A & B:

Create a glossary of linguistic and literary terminology

Read fiction texts and create a list of questions to explore them

Read a fiction text and explore how the writer has used words to create effects
Explore how writers organise the opening page of a novel to interest the reader
Evaluate how successful a writer is in creating tension and suspense in a fiction extract
Practise planning descriptions of images using a cyclical whole-text structure

Practise planning flashback narrative responses based on scenes from films

English Literature Paper 1 Section B & Paper 2 Section B:

Create a glossary of literary terminology

Mind-map characters, themes, contexts and essay structures
Summarise the narrative of texts by creating storyboards, timelines, etc.
Create character profiles

Create mnemonics for characters and key quotations

Transform quotations into songs




