
 
Music- Exam Board: Pearson  
 
BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice Level 2 
 

Subject Overview (coursework/exam split, timings, weightings etc.):  
 

• Component 1 (Coursework 30%) Exploring Musical Products and Styles  

• Component 2 (Coursework 30%) Music Skills Development  

• Component 3 (Exam 40%) Responding to a Commercial Music Brief   
 

Key Topics:  
 
Component 1: Exploring Musical Products and Styles 
Learners should explore the development of core knowledge and understanding of musical styles 
and techniques used in a range of musical genres and how to respond to a music industry brief . 
Learners create a blog portfolio on genres of music including: 

• popular music from 60s to the present day 

• world music and fusion 

• music for media 

• western classical music 

• jazz and blues 
Though this learners will show an understanding of the development of music including: 

• iconic composers, artists, bands and producers 

• the impact of technology on musical styles 

• music theory 
Understanding will also be demonstrated through practical activity including: 

• live performance 

• audio recording 

• composition 

• production using DAW (Digital Audio Workspace) 
Final Evidence: 
Blog Portfolio of at least 8 genres with short practical demonstrations for each 
Extended practical work (up to a minute)  on 3 of the genres  
 
Component 2: Music Skills Development 
Learners should explore the development and application of skills such as practical and 
interpretive, music rehearsal and performance. 
Learning Aim A 
Through practical workshops, learners explore the expectations and personal skills needed to 
succeed in the music industry. These include: 

• time management 

• self-discipline 

• working with others 

• correct and safe use of equipment 

• identifying resources required 

• auditing existing skills and maintaining a development plan 

• methods of capturing musical development 



 
• communicating and sharing work 

 
Learning Aim B 
Learners chose 2 disciplines from: 

• Performing 

• Composing 

• Production 
Learners then apply and develop these skills by: 

• auditing their musical skills 

• establishing a development plan 

• keeping a progress log over 6 months 
Final Evidence 

• written and practical examples of key skills 

• video and audio recordings of work in progress 

• progress log 
 
Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music Brief 
Exam paper released by Pearson in January 
Learners are given a brief, a list of music and a choice of genres 
Learners produce either: 

• a stylistically accurate cover version 

• an original composition using stylistic traits 

• a stylistic use of a DAW to create an original piece of music 
Final evidence 
Learners produce: 

• a plan written before starting the practical activity 

• a finished product created over 20 hours of supervised practical time 

• a written evaluation 
 
 
 

Useful websites 
 

Ableton.com: 

learningmusic.ableton.com – a browser based guide to music composition and sequencing 

BBC Bitesize: 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zxsv9j6 - BBC Bitesize GCSE music has 2 learner guides and 21 

video clips on music creation. 

Music Theory For Musicians & Normal People: 

http://tobyrush.com/theorypages/index.html - a series of visually appealing free pdfs on Music 

Theory which cover all the essentials 

Point Blank Music School: 

https://learningmusic.ableton.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zxsv9j6
http://tobyrush.com/theorypages/index.html


 
www.youtube.com/user/pointblankonline/ - has video tutorials, masterclasses and production 

technique videos 

Future Music Magazine: 

www.youtube.com/user/FutureMusicMagazine - contains videos on the techniques & technology 

behind the hits. 

Produce Like A Pro: 

www.youtube.com/user/WarrenHuartRecording - contains videos on mixing & recording 

techniques 

Thinkspace Education: 

www.youtube.com/user/thinkspaceeducation/ - has various videos on scoring, soundtracking and 

sound design for films and computer games 

BBC Documentaries: 

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/music/- contains a list of all currently available BBC 
documentaries about music history, styles & techniques. 

Useful resources: 
 

Cole, B (1996). The Composer's Handbook: A Do-it Yourself Approach. 2nd ed. London: Schott 

Music. ISBN 0946535809 

Cole, B (2006). The Pop Composer's Handbook - A Step-by-step Guide to the Composition of 

Melody, Harmony, Rhythm and Structure. London: Schott Music. ISBN 1902455606 

 

Useful study tips: 
 

• Ensure all research is accompanied by a practical example from you (a performance, 
composition in that style or production piece using a DAW) 

• You do not need to produce a complete piece – a short example is fine 

• Always evaluate and consider what you write – give your opinion if you can 

• Practise your discipline/instrument regularly. You will get good marks for showing steady 
progress 

• Record yourself as much as possible to show your development 

• When composing or producing using a DAW, save screenshots to show your development 
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