
Welcoming Parents of 
Students in Y13

• Mr Murphy - Vice Principal
• Grant Fletcher – Director Personal Development 

of Post 16
• Jan Agger – Apprenticeship service
• Claire Fawley – Learning Leader Post 16



Updates 2022

• Grading decisions for GCSE and A-level exams 
in 2022 will be made next month

• Exam adaptations for this year will be decided 
on in the next two weeks

• Ofqual and the DfE will consult on a plan B in 
the event of exams not going ahead for a third 
year in a row



It is never too early to start 
preparation!

63 School days left until 
Year 13 Mock Examinations

134 School days left until 
GCSE exams start! – 16th

May 2022



Updates for Y13

• Previous Y12 content available via Google Classroom

• Spaced retrieval; using flashcards to create revision aids and revisit prior 
learning – ‘No more one and done’

• Student Learning Checklists introduced to map content, skills, work and 
assessments per topic – self-regulate progress

• ‘How to…’ videos - introduced from November to support students 
application to the papers

• Additional revision and support sessions to address misconceptions and 
support application to the mocks in 2021 and exams in 2022

• 4+4+2 model

• Please see the support booklet for more information



www.rainfordsixthform.org.uk
(‘students & parents’ tab)

• Parent guide to UCAS applications

• Parent guide to apprenticeships

• Student finance information

• ‘How to apply’ guides for competitive courses

• Links to over 20 useful websites

Post 16 Pathways



The weight of responsibility

• Career choices

• Course options

• Academic performance

• Extra curricular experience



Options

• University

• Vocational route

• Employment

• Gap year



University

• Type of course

• Length of course

• Entry requirements

• University rankings

• Campus or city

• Experience

• Assessments 

• Modules

• Fees



UCAS tariff

(or Distinction*)

(or Distinction)

(or Merit)

(or Pass)



• www.unifrog.org
• One stop shop for progression
• Search university courses
• Search apprenticeships
• Build competencies
• Explore further study (MOOCs)
• Document extra curricular 
• Tailor Oxbridge applications
• Build a professional CV

http://www.unifrog.org/


Exploring Pathways -Unifrog



Exploring Pathways –Subject Library



Exploring Pathways - University



Exploring Pathways - Apprenticeships



Exploring Pathways - Applications



Other support

•Tutorials

•Virtual HE conference 

•Apprenticeship conference (October)

•Learning Tutor support

•Careers guidance (Career Connect)

•One-to-one Progression Advisers

•Specialist support for competitive courses

•Online guidance (e.g. SACU-student)



Spartan Test – Free Online test



Progression tasks
University Both Vocational

1. Shortlist five courses
2. Choose a ‘firm’ & 

‘insurance’ course
3. Complete online UCAS 

application
4. Research entrance exams
5. Apply for student finance

6. Research bursaries / 
scholarships

1. Research courses / 
institutions

2. Complete relevant work 
experience

3. Complete relevant wider 
reading

4. Write a personal 
statement

5. Complete ‘competencies’ 
on Unifrog

6. EPQ / MOOCs
7. Prepare for interview

1. Apply directly for 
appropriate opportunities



Key dates - UCAS
• 2021 ENTRY DEADLINE FOR THE UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE, AND MOST COURSES IN MEDICINE, 

VETERINARY MEDICINE/SCIENCE, AND DENTISTRY - 15 October 2021 -Admissions tests | University of 
Oxford/Pre-interview assessments | Undergraduate Study (cam.ac.uk)

• Applications for all UCAS Undergraduate courses, except those with a 15 October deadline, should 
arrive at UCAS by 18:00 (UK time) on 29 January 2021. 
Which university admissions tests do you need to take? - The Uni Guide

• UCAT registration and booking begins 2 June, 2021.
• The final test date is 29th September 2021.

• BMAT last registration – Deadline October 1 – November 2021

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/guide/admissions-tests
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/admissions-assessments/pre-interview
https://www.ucas.com/events/2021-entry-deadline-universities-oxford-and-cambridge-and-most-courses-medicine-veterinary-372041
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/which-admissions-tests-do-i-need-to-take


Open Days
It is advisable to visit your five shortlisted universities



An introduction to 
apprenticeships

For Parents and Carers



What are apprenticeships?



Apprenticeship levels



Higher and degree apprenticeships



The range of apprenticeships



Which employers offer apprenticeships?



IT and Cyber Security

Customer Service
Security
Facilities Management
Legal

Human Resources (HR)
Finance

Business Development

Marketing

Data Analytics
Sales

Logistics

Training and Development

Look inside the company



Vacancies
In your area:

5 miles = 46 vacancies
10 miles = 153 vacancies
15 miles = 352 vacancies
20 miles = 683 vacancies

Vacancies near me – are there any?



Job opportunity Closing 

date

Weekly 

salary

Annual 

salary

Employee Changes, AECOM 26th July £250 £13,000

Tax Adviser, Mazars 22nd July £259.50 £13,494

Life Scientist, MedImmune 13th July £288.46 £15k

Quantity Surveyor 24th July £270 £14,040

Chartered Valuation Surveyor 15th July £420 £21,840

Project Manager, Atos IT 

Services

9th Sept £269.25 £14,001

Apprenticeship jobs in the local area



How do you find an apprenticeship?



WHERE ELSE TO LOOK?

Other places to look



How can I tell if it’s a good apprenticeship?



Resources for parents

Apprenticeships.gov.uk

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/


More information



Any questions?



Student Finance England (SFE) provides financial support on behalf of 

the UK Government to students from England entering higher education 

in the UK.  

• The two main costs while studying are tuition fees and 

living costs.

• There’s student finance available to help with both. 

• Depending on households circumstances, students could also get 

extra financial help while they study.

STUDENT FINANCE ENGLAND

AN INTRODUCTION



SESSION CONTENTS

• Section 1 – What support can you get?

• Section 2 – How do you get it?

• Section 3 – Repayments  -When & how



SECTION TITLE IN HERE

SUBHEADER IN HERE

SECTION 3

TUITION FEE Loan

Maintenance

Loan

Extra support



*Eligible students, living in England and studying at a publicly-

funded university or college.

Q What’s the maximum tuition fee universities or colleges can currently 

charge new students*?

Q How much of this would you need to pay up front before going to uni or 

college*?

A £9,250

A £0

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?

TUITION FEES



With tuition fees of up to £9,250, how can you afford to go to university?

• Eligible students won’t have to pay any tuition fees up front.

• A Tuition Fee Loan is available to cover the fee charged by the university 

or college.*

• A Tuition Fee Loan doesn’t depend on household income.

• SFE pay the Tuition Fee Loan directly to your university or college.

• Tuition Fee Loans have to be repaid but only when you’ve finished or left your 

course and your income is over the repayment threshold. 

TUITION FEES AND LOANS

AN OVERVIEW



A Maintenance Loan is available to help with your living costs while at university or 

college.

• All eligible students can get some maintenance support.

• The amount depends on where they  live and study.

• You can also apply for more based on your household income.

• The Maintenance Loan is paid directly into their bank account each term.

• Maintenance Loans have to be repaid but not until they have  finished or left their course and 

their income is over the repayment threshold.

MAINTENANCE LOAN

AN OVERVIEW



MAINTENANCE LOAN

MAXIMUM LEVELS FOR 2021-22

London 
Live away from home & study in London

Up to

£12,382

Elsewhere 
Live away from home & study outside London

Up to

£9,488

Parental home 
Live at home while you study

Up to

£7,987

Based on 
Household 
income



Many universities and colleges offer financial support to their students

through bursaries and scholarships.

Bursaries:

• linked to personal circumstances and, often, household income

• awards can include discounted tuition fees, accommodation or cash

Scholarships:

• linked to academic results or ability in an area, such as sport or music

• can be subject specific and are usually limited in numbers

Check university/college websites and ask at open days to see 

what they offer and how/when to apply....don’t miss out!!

EXTRA SUPPORT

BURSARIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS



Other financial help and support may also be available if you:

• have children or an adult who depends on you financially

• have a disability, including a long-term health condition, mental-health 

condition or specific learning difficulty

EXTRA SUPPORT



a) Call SFE and ask for an application form to be sent to you

b) Online @ www.gov.uk/studentfinance

c) Apply? I just thought the money would appear when I need it!

a) After you have started your course

b) When you have a confirmed offer from a university or college

c) As soon as possible

A b) Online @ www.gov.uk/studentfinance

Q When should you apply for your student finance?

Q What is the easiest way to apply for  student finance?

A c) As soon as possible

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?
STUDENT FINANCE APPLICATIONS



Each year thousands of students apply late for their finance and have no

way to pay for their course or accommodation, some even have to drop out

...don’t let that be you!  

• Apply online at gov.uk/studentfinance*

• Apply early to make sure your student finance is ready for the start 

of your course.

• You don’t need a confirmed place at university or college to apply.

• Apply with your preferred choice, you can change details later if required.

STUDENT FINANCE APPLICATIONS

KEY MESSAGE – APPLY EARLY

*The application window is usually open from Jan-May.i



www.gov.uk/studentfinance

GOV.UK

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO 
APPLY

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance/overview


SFE ONLINE

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND RESOURCES



SUPPORTING AN APPLICATION

HOUSEHOLD INCOME
If you’re supporting an application for student finance that depends on

household income, SFE will need details of your taxable income and National

Insurance number. 

If you’re the parent of a student and live with your partner, they’ll also have to

give us details of their taxable income and National Insurance number.

Taxable earned income includes*:

• wages, salaries, tips, and other taxable employee pay

• long-term disability benefits received prior to minimum retirement age

• net earnings from self-employment

Taxable unearned income includes*:

• interest from savings (only the annual summary is required)

• benefits and pensions

• rent from property or a room *More details/information can be found at 

www.gov.uk/income-taxi

https://www.gov.uk/income-tax


• No repayments until income is over the repayment threshold.

• Students studying a full-time course, will start repaying in the 

April after graduating or leaving your course.

• Repay are 9% of income over the threshold and if employed deductions will be made directly 

from pay through the HMRC tax system*.

• If income falls below the threshold, repayments will stop.

• Any outstanding loan balance will be cancelled 30 years after entering repayment.

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS

AN OVERVIEW

*If you move/work overseas you will repay 9% of your earnings 

over the repayment threshold for the country you are living in.i



Income each year 

before tax

9% will be 

deducted from
Monthly repayment 

(Approx)

£29,500 £4,500 £33

£31,000 £6,000 £45

£33,000 £8,000 £60

STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENTS

THE FIGURES (BASED ON REPAYMENT 
THRESHOLD OF £25,000 A YEAR)

Interest is applied to your loan at a maximum rate of RPI +3% 

More info can be found on www.slc.co.uk/repaymenti

£22
Monthly

repayment?£3,000
9% Deducted 

from?

Income

£28,000

http://www.slc.co.uk/repayment


• A Tuition Fee Loan is available to all eligible students.

• Research all finance available.

• Apply online & on time – no need to wait for a confirmed place.

• And....
repayments will be linked to your income, not what you owe!

KEY MESSAGES



For further information on student finance and to apply 

go to

www.gov.uk/studentfinance

For a range of helpful tools and guidance, 

visit our student finance zone

www.thestudentroom.co.uk/studentfinance

i

NEED MORE INFORMATION?

REMEMBER SFE IS ONLINE



1. Year 13 Assessment wk./commencing 27th September
2. Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening Thursday 21st October 
3. Year 13 Revision Evening  Tuesday 16th November
4. Year 13 Practical mock wk./commencing 13th December
5. Year 13 Mock examinations wk./commencing 3rd January 

(Timetable) 
6. Year 13 BTEC exams wk./com 3rd January – results 16th March
7. Year 13  Mock results 31st January (2weeks)
8. Year 13 Parent Consultation Evening Thursday 3rd February
9. Year 13 Rewards evening Thursday 31st March
10. A Level exam start – wk./commencing 23rd May
11. Results Day –Thursday 11th August

Key dates -

Challenging time

Please contact at anytime 


