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Our school Ethos: Everyone matters, Everyone Helps, Everyone Succeeds

This is not just an ethos for us but a way of being for our school. The learning support
provision at Rainford High has an excellent reputation within St Helens and beyond and has
grown massively over the last 5 years.

Every child on our SEN register, regardless of funding or statement, is allocated a key
worker, who is always on hand to ensure that pupils are thriving. They have regular
communication with home and pupil’s teachers. Many pupils have weekly, or even daily
mentoring sessions. We offer a huge range of interventions in the SEN department to work
on aspects such as social communication, regulating emotions and we also have an in-house
therapist and specialised mental health support. We hold a yearly ‘mental health week’
where pupils and staff take part in a massive range of activities. Our school also have a close
partnership with ‘Tackling the Blues’ who provide weekly sessions to our vulnerable
students.

We promote individuality, diversity and we celebrate every pupil’s needs at this school and
we are proud of our partnership with the ADHD Foundation. We have won the foundation
Partnership Award and achieved ADHD friends schools status. Our Umbrella Project to
promote neurodiversity has been commended by pupils, parents, the community and the
media. We have taken part in a BBC documentary based around ADHD, showing how our
school goes above and beyond for our pupils who may for example need extra sensory
breaks, time to avoid crowds, fiddle toys in the classroom and many more personalised
approaches. The DFE have also chosen our school to make a film about inclusion. Every pupil
on our register has a support plan to ensure that each staff member truly understands their
needs. We have delivered various ADHD assemblies and celebrating differences assemblies
and invited girls with ADHD and ASD to coding events in Liverpool. Some of our pupils have
been a part of creating videos and speeches to educate the rest of their school peers about
their needs.

Our school offers a specialised and personalised curriculum for pupils with differing SEND
who struggle to access the mainstream curriculum. Pupil’s learning is mapped out based on
their academic level, EHCP targets and social & emotional needs, with an adapted timetable
and teachers trained in Special Educational Needs to provide a sensory, visual and
personalised approach - nobody is left behind. A massive range of academic interventions
for our pupils with SEND is offered daily, as well as a weekly homework club to support
pupils in this area.
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We also have another specialised curriculum called our ‘Core Curriculum Group’ which is a
provision usually only found in special schools. It is ‘Stage Not Age’ provision for pupils with
a wide range of complex SEND. These pupils are offered a range of life skills sessions, and
extremely personalised learning. We have recently entered local SEN friendly competitions,
had many experiences developing independence out in the community and held celebration
evenings to show how proud we are of who we are!

We are so excited that our vision of paving the way for true inclusion in mainstream high
schools is surely becoming a reality. Our ideas, beliefs and passion is coming to life and we
feel that this is only the beginning. We are looking for people who are committed to driving
inclusion, supporting students’ needs and would like to be part of our expanding
department in a teaching assistant role
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