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Subject Overview (coursework/exam split, timings, weightings etc.) 

  

GCSE English Language: 

 

 

*The exam board has confirmed that the Paper 2 writing task will be an article 

GCSE English Literature: 



 

● Paper 1: Poetry Anthology / A Christmas Carol 

● Paper 2: Romeo and Juliet / Unseen Poetry Analysis and Comparison 

 



 

Examination Y11 Summer 2022 Key Topics: 

 

GCSE English Language: 

● AO1 - identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas; select and 

synthesise evidence from different texts 

● AO2 - Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure 

to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to 

support their views 

● AO3 - Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or more texts 

● AO4 - Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references 

● AO5 - Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 

tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences; organise 

information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support 

coherence and cohesion of texts 

● AO6 - Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 

effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.  

 

GCSE English Literature: 

● AO1 - maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response; use 

textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

● AO2 - Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

● AO3 - Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 

which they were written. 

● AO4 - Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 

effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation 

 

● Romeo and Juliet: 

- Contexts of patriarchal society, honour and reputation, social hierarchy, 

Elizabethan theatre, Renaissance and Reformation society 

- Themes of love, relationships, conflict, family, fate and destiny 

- Methods and terminology such as motif, symbolism, metaphor, hyperbole, 

dramatic irony, soliloquy, iambic pentameter 

 



 

● A Christmas Carol: 

- Contexts of the industrial revolution, Malthusian catastrophe, poverty, 

social class, Christianity, Gothic literature 

- Themes of social responsibility, redemption, the supernatural, attitudes to 

the poor 

- Methods and terminology such as motif, symbolism, metaphor, character 

development, allegory, pathetic fallacy, parallelism 

 

● Poetry Anthology: 

- Contexts of Romanticism, Victorian society, World War I 

- Themes of the reality of conflict, the effects of conflict, the power of 

nature, the power of memories 

- Methods and terminology such as sonnet, blank verse, free verse, stanza, 

enjambment, caesura, rhythm, rhyme 

 

● Unseen Poetry Analysis/Comparison: 

- Context is not assessed in this unit 

- Themes of age, gender, family, love, society, friendship 

- Methods and terminology such as metaphor, simile, personification, 

hyperbole, stanza, enjambment, caesura, rhythm, rhyme 

 

Useful websites 

● genius.com  

● yorknotes.com  

● bbc.com/bitesize 

● senecalearning.com  

● aqa.org.uk  

  



 

Useful resources 

● CGP revision guides (available to purchase from the English Department) 

● English Department instructional videos 

● PiXL Lit App 

● Past papers (available on Google Classroom) 

  



 

Useful revision tips 

  

GCSE English Language Paper 1: 

● Create a glossary of linguistic and literary terminology 

● Read fiction texts and create a list of questions to explore them 

● Read a fiction text and explore how the writer has used words to create effects 

● Explore how writers organise the opening page of a novel to interest the reader 

● Evaluate how successful a writer is in creating tension and suspense in a fiction 

extract 

● Practise planning descriptions of images using a cyclical whole-text structure 

● Practise planning flashback narrative responses based on scenes from films 

 

GCSE English Language Paper 2: 

● Create a glossary of linguistic terminology 

● Read non-fiction texts and create a list of questions to explore them 

● Read a non-fiction text and explore how the writer has used words to create 

effects 

● Explore and summarise the similarities and differences between two non-fiction 

texts 

● Explore and compare how writers use methods to express viewpoints in different 

texts 

● Practise planning article texts using the ‘boxing to argue’ whole text structure 

 

GCSE English Literature: 

● Create a glossary of literary terminology 

● Mind-map characters, themes, contexts and essay structures 

● Summarise the narrative of texts by creating storyboards, timelines, etc. 

● Create character profiles 

● Create mnemonics for characters and key quotations 

● Create flashcards on key information and quotations, and self-test 

  

 


