
Rainford High School – Department: Religious Studies 

Year 11 Curriculum 
 Half-Term 1 Half-Term 2 Half-Term 3 Half-Term 4 Half-Term 5  
Topic Judaism Beliefs Judaism Beliefs 

 
Judaism 
Practices 

Judaism 
Practices 

 
Theme D 

(Religion, Peace 
and Conflict) 

Theme D 
(Religion, Peace 

and Conflict 
 

Theme E 
Religion, Crime 
and Punishment 

Theme E 
Religion, Crime 
and Punishment   

 
GCSE 

examination 
revision 

 

Essential 
knowledge, 
skills and 
understanding 

The nature of 
God: God as Law-
Giver and Judge, 
loving and 
merciful.  
 
The divine 
presence 
(Shekhinah) 

 
Beliefs about life 
after death, 
including 
judgement and 
resurrection 

 
The nature and 
role of the 
Messiah, including 
different views on 
the role and 
importance of the 
Messiah.  

 

Mitzvot between 
man and God and 
mitzvot between 
man and man, 
including the 
difference 
between them and 
their importance 
 
The synagogue 
and its importance 

 
The design and 
religious features 
of synagogues 
including bimah 
(reading platform), 
aron hakodesh 
(ark), ner tamid 
(ever burning 
light) and 
associated 
practices; 
differences 

Worship in the 
home and private 
prayer 
Tenakh (the 
written law) and 
Talmud (the oral 
law), and their 
study, use and 
significance in 
daily life 

 
Ceremonies 
associated with 
birth, including Brit 
Milah 

 
Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah 
 
The marriage 
ceremony  
 
Mourning rituals 
 

Peace, justice, 
forgiveness, 
reconciliation 
 
Violent protest 
and terrorism 
 
Reasons for war 
(including self-
defence, greed 
and retaliation) 
 
Nuclear war and 
Weapons of Mass 
Destruction 
 
Just war theory 
 
Holy war 
 
Pacifism 
 

Reasons for crime  
 
Attitudes towards 
crime and 
criminals  
 
Aims of 
punishment  
 
Prison, corporal 
punishment and 
community 
service  

 
Christian attitudes 
towards 
forgiveness  
 
The death penalty  
 

 



The promised 
land and the 
Covenant with 
Abraham,  
The Covenant at 
Sinai and its 
importance 
including the role 
of Moses and the 
Ten 
Commandments 
 
Key moral 
principles 
including justice, 
healing the world, 
charity and 
kindness to others 
 
The importance of 
human life, 
including the 
concept of saving 
a life. (Pickuach 
Nefesh) 
 
He relationship 
between free will 
and the 613 
mitzvot 
 

between Orthodox 
and Reform 
synagogues 
 
Public acts of 
worship including: 
synagogue 
services in both 
Orthodox and 
Reform 
synagogues 

 
The significance 
of prayer, 
including the 
Amidah, the 
standing prayer 
 
Shabbat in the 
home and 
synagogue and its 
significance. 
 
 
 

Dietary laws and 
their significance, 
including different 
Jewish views 
 
Festivals and their 
importance for 
Jews in Great 
Britain today, 
including Rosh 
Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur and 
Pesach 
 

Christian 
Reponses to 
victims of war 
 
 

Assessments 
and 
assessment 
focus 

Formative 
assessments:  
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 

 



Explain two 
Jewish beliefs 
about the nature 
of God. (4 marks) 
 
‘The covenant at 
Sinai is more 
important than the 
Abrahamic 
covenant.’ (12 
marks) 
 

Year 11 mock 
exam (96 marks) 
 
 
Explain two 
contrasting ways 
in which Jews 
worship. (4 marks) 

Jewish beliefs full 
assessment (24 
marks) 
 
Explain two 
similar religious 
views on 
terrorism. (5 
marks) 

‘There is no good 
reason for 
countries to 
possess nuclear 
weapons.’ (12 
marks) 
 
Theme D full 
assessment (24 
marks) 

 

Explain two 
religious beliefs 
about reformation. 
(5 marks) 

 


