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 Year 9 Curriculum 
 Half-Term 1 Half-Term 2 Half-Term 3 Half-Term 4 Half-Term 5 Half-Term 6 
Topic What were the 

Allies experience 
of war during 
WW2? 

The War on People: 
Genocide as a 
Weapon 

How can a war be 
‘Cold’? pt 1 

How can a war be 
‘Cold’? pt 2 

How and why did 
America ‘boom’ in 
the 1920s? 

How far were the 
Roaring 20s really 
‘roaring’? 

Essential 
knowledge, 
skills and 
understanding 

Treaty of Versailles 
recap 
Economic issues 
in Germany 
Why was Adolf 
Hitler elected? 
Why did war break 
out again in 1939? 
Dunkirk 
Battle of Britain 
The winter war – 
the USSR 
Why did the USA 
enter WW2? 
Impact of the war 
on USA  
Impact of the war 
on USSR 

Why did Hitler 
have antisemitic 
views? 
Goebbels and 
propaganda 
Nuremberg Laws 
Kristallnacht 
Jews in Poland  
Wannsee 
Conference and 
Final Solution 
Auschwitz and 
death camps 
Change and 
continuity in 
persecution over 
time 
 

Why did the Cold 
War begin? 
Capitalist and 
communist 
ideologies 
Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences 
Atomic Bomb 
Soviet expansion 
into Eastern 
Europe – differing 
interpretations of 
this 
Truman Doctrine 
and Marshall Plan 
Interpretation 
focus – inference 
and provenance  

Berlin Blockade 
and Airlift 
NATO 
Nuclear arms race, 
1945-9 
Peaceful 
Coexistence (the 
thaw) in the 1950s 
Hungarian Rising 
Berlin Wall 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis 
Source skills – 
inference and 
provenance 
 

Who were the 
Americans 
Why was there an 
economic boom 
Mass production 
and Ford 
The stock market 
Entertainment – 
cinema, jazz and 
sports 
Women and 
equality 

Immigration 
The Red Scare 
Sacco and Vanzetti 
Ku Klux Klan 
African Americans 
Prohibition 
Organised Crime 
Who didn’t benefit 
from the boom 
years 
The Wall Street 
Crash 

Assessments 
and 
assessment 
focus 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  
 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  
 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  

 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  
 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  
 

Retrieval testing of 
knowledge 
organiser 
 
Formative 
assessment:  
 



 

ASSESSMENT 
WINDOW 1 
including: 
 
Describe two 
reasons why 
WW2 began  
In what ways were 
the lives of 
people in the USA 
and USSR 
affected by WW2?  
 

In what ways were 
the lives of Jewish 
people affected 
by persecution in 
Germany 
between 1933 and 
1942?  Explain 
your answer.  
 

How do 
Interpretations A 
and B differ about 
Soviet expansion 
after WWII?  
 
Why do the 
authors of 
Interpretations A 
and B have 
different views 
about Soviet 
expansion after 
WWII?  
 

ASSESSMENT 
WINDOW 2 
including: 
 
This source 
opposes the Soviet 
Union.  How do you 
know? Explain your 
answer by referring 
to the source and 
your contextual 
knowledge.  
Explain the 
importance of the 
Cold War in causing 
international 
tension 1945-9  
 
 

Which 
interpretation do 
you find more 
convincing about 
women in the 
1920s?  

How do 
interpretations A 
and B differ about 
the experience of 
immigrants? 
In what ways were 
the lives of African 
Americans affected 
by racist attitudes 
in the 1920s?  

 

 


