
KS4 Curriculum Process 
Wednesday 7th January 2026 



The Core Curriculum

• GCSE Maths 

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• GCSE Combined Science – equivalent to 2 GCSEs

• Core Physical Education

Everybody 

must study 

these subjects 

alongside their 

other subjects



A note about MFL

Previously, we have insisted that all students in Pathway A for Modern Foreign 
Languages (MFL) pursue either French or Spanish in addition to History or Geography.

After careful consideration and review in recent months, we have taken the decision 
to remove this condition. As a school, we strongly recommend that students take 
Spanish or French but it is not now mandatory. 

We believe that there are many benefits that would encourage you to take a 
language and would strongly encourage you to do so. We know that studying a 
language enhances memory, problem-solving, and critical thinking, as well as 
broadening respect and empathy for other cultures. We have seen too that it can 
improve students’ communication skills and confidence, essential attributes for 
anyone approaching further study or employment in the coming years.



KS4 Curriculum Choices 

Choice 1 – 

ONE from

Computer Science;  Spanish;  French;  History;  Geography;  Triple Science 

Choices 2, 3, 4 – Any THREE from

Spanish GCSE

French GCSE

History GCSE

Geography GCSE

Triple Science

Fine Art GCSE 

Computer Science

Photography GCSE 

BTEC Award in Music Practice 

Drama

Physical Education GCSE

Religious Studies GCSE

Textiles GCSE

Level 1 / 2 Technical Award in Construction and the 

Built Environment

Graphics GCSE

BTEC Award in Creative Media Production 

Cambridge National Level 1 / 2 Child Development 

Level 1 / 2 Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering

BTEC Award in Performing Arts

Cambridge National Certificate in Sports Studies



Vocational Subjects

• Subjects which have an emphasis on practical skills

• Directly relevant to the real world outside of school

• Often link to particular career routes

• Flexibility in the timing and style of assessment – fewer end of year exams 
than GCSEs

•  A significant coursework element remains in these qualifications, unlike most 
GCSE courses

• Beneficial if you are able to manage your time well throughout the year and 
can work to deadlines

• Nationally recognised qualifications at an equivalent level to GCSEs.

• Graded differently (Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass)



Great reasons for choosing a subject

•  Career idea, subject links well

•  Based on knowledge from the KS4 Curriculum Booklet or the videos seen 
on the website

•  Love of subject

•  Assessment method suits me

•  Researched topics of study

•  Subject matches my hobbies

•  Subject matches my skills and strengths

• Discussed with parents/carers and sought good advice



Poor reasons for choosing a subject

•  My friend is taking…

•  Liking a particular teacher

•  That course looks easy…

•  Don’t like anything else

•  Brother/sister took this subject...

•  Someone else said I should do it – 

without proper consideration

Remember: 

These choices are likely to 

have some influence on the 

next phase of your life – and 

possibly even longer



The Process

• You will receive a personalised letter and KS4 Curriculum 

Booklet in Form time 

• The letters will confirm what this presentation has told 

you; outlines are on the website so you can gain further 

information about your subjects

• You will be able to attend the KS4 Curriculum Evening on 

22nd January from 6-8pm



Additional Information - Website



The Process

Step 1: Log in via the website

using the username and password that will be provided 

in the letter you will receive next week

Step 2: Enter your 4 choices using the numbers 1-4 

(remember to use the KS4 Curriculum booklet to guide 

you) and use the ‘reset form’ function if you make any 

mistakes



The Process – An Example

Step 3: After you enter you will have the chance to change anything 

before confirming your choices.



KS4 Curriculum Dates 

and Deadlines

• KS4 Curriculum Assembly Wednesday 7th January

• KS4 Curriculum Evening Thursday 22nd January -  

  *Log-In Opens also

• KS4 Curriculum - Deadline – Monday 9th February
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